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T H R O U G H   T H E   G L A S S 
a  m e m o i r  

BY SHANNON MORONEY 

"If you are going to read one book this year, let it be this one. You will never again forget, or 
take lightly, ALL the innocent victims of crimes."—The London Free Press

     
“What an incredible story, and what a gifted storyteller Shannon is. Once you pick up this 
book, you won’t be able to put it down.”  —Dr. Howard Zehr, American Criminologist and Advisor to 
the US Sentencing Committee  

“This beautifully written book is a ‘must read’ for anyone interested in obtaining a full 
understanding of the manner in which crime affects us all.”  —Anthony N. Doob, Member of the 
Order of Canada and Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, Professor Emeritus of Criminology (U of T) 

ABOUT THE BOOK 

Six weeks after her thirtieth birthday in 2005, Shannon Moroney’s life was perfect. 
She had a rewarding career as a high school guidance counsellor and was on her way up in 
education leadership. She owned her first home in a small community that she loved, was 
involved in meaningful volunteer work, and had a wide circle of family and friends. Best of all, 
she had just married her soul mate, Jason, after already living together for two years. Her 
twenties were a decade defined by education, travel and adventure. She hoped her thirties would 
be defined by motherhood. 

Then, while away at a conference, a knock at her hotel room door changed everything. It was a 
police officer, there to tell her that her home was a crime scene and that Jason was in 
custody after confessing to the kidnapping and brutal sexual assault of two women. 
Authorities were already saying that he would spend the rest of his life behind bars. 

In that instant, Shannon began a terrifying journey through shock, grief and confusion as she 
transitioned from being a respected educator, volunteer, homeowner and happy newlywed to 
being the wife of a sex offender.  

Shannon Moroney’s memoir, Through the Glass, is an intimate and gripping journey into 
prisons, courtrooms and the human heart in which Shannon reveals the far-reaching impact of 
Jason's crimes, the agonizing choices faced by the loved ones of offenders and the implicit 
dangers of a correctional system and a society that prioritizes retribution over rehabilitation, 
and victimhood over recovery.  
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Now remarried and the mother of twins, Shannon speaks internationally on the ripple effects of 
crime, is a volunteer with Leave Out ViolencE (LOVE), and is a contributor to The Forgiveness 
Project. In 2015, she wrote and produced “In Harm’s Way”, a documentary about families of 
offenders for CBC Radio’s The Current, and has authored numerous articles for popular 
newspapers, magazines and online publications. In addition to her work as a speaker and 
author, she is also a partner in Full Circle Facilitation and Consulting, which specializes in 
providing forgiveness and healing programs for trauma survivors and the professionals who 
work with them. Shannon lives in Toronto.  

Why adopt Through the Glass as required reading?


Your students will read it cover to cover. They will come to class ready to grapple key questions 
in criminology, social work, policing, law, victimology and philosophy. They will have human 
faces to put on facts, figures and issues they study in other texts. They will gain a nuanced 
understanding of how crime and violence impacts people and communities and be inspired to 
further their studies or consider careers in the many inter-connected streams.  

Shannon can also visit your class to give a talk or to host a lively Q&A session with your 
students, faculty, or broader community. She has a unique ability to connect with students, from 
high school age to post-graduate and mature students.  

Subjects: Public Affairs, Criminal Justice, Ethics, Violence, Crime, Corrections, Prisons, Policing, 
Forgiveness, Coping, Victims, Recovery, Resilience, Restorative Justice. 

Students ask Shannon about:

• The trauma of learning about her husband’s crimes  
• What it was like to visit him in prison and what they talked about 
• Her estrangement from the victims and how they eventually met 
• The stigma and media scrutiny that befell her  
• How guilt-by-association resulted in the loss of her job, and how she fought back 
• Her current advocacy for offenders’ families  
• How she found forgiveness and learned to trust again 

AVAILABILITY: Shannon Moroney is available for guest lectures, interactive workshops and Q&A 
sessions in person or via Skype. Please contact info@shannonmoroney.com for a quote.  

Bulk purchases of Through the Glass can be arranged for classes and book clubs. A reading 
group guide and curriculum support materials are also available. For more information, visit 
www.shannonmoroney.com

Connect with Shannon on Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn
Read her story and others' at The Forgiveness Project
Listen to her award-winning interview on CBC Radio's The Current
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